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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for generating a personalized storm warning, 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) establishing a user profile including a user location of interest; 

(b) receiving first weather information from a first weather 
information source; 

(c) generating automatically a storm track of severe weather 
conditions from the first weather information; 

(d) generating a storm warning for the user location of interest 
automatically from the user profile and the storm track; and 

(e) providing the storm warning to a user. 

2. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of establishing a user 
profile includes the step of providing a user profile set-up menu user interface. 

15 3. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of establishing a user 

profile includes the step of establishing a user contact address and wherein the step 
of providing a storm warning to the user includes the step of delivering the storm 
warning to the user contact address. 

4. The method of Claim 3 wherein the user contact address is an 
20 e-mail address, the step of generating a storm warning includes the step of 

generating a storm warning e-mail message, and the step of delivering the storm 
warning includes the step of sending the storm warning e-mail message to the user 
contact e-mail address. 
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5 . The method of Claim 3 wherein the user contact address is a 
phone number, the step of generating a storm warning includes the step of 
generating a storm warning voice message, and the step of delivering the storm 
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warning to a user includes the step of sending the storm warning voice message to a 
phone at the user contact phone number. 

6. The method of Claim 3 wherein the user contact address is a 
pager number, the step of generating the storm warning includes the step of 

5 generating a storm warning text message, and the step of delivering the storm 

warning to a user includes the step of sending the storm warning text message to a 
pager" at the user contact pager number. 

7. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of establishing a user 
profile includes the step of establishing a storm profile including at least one storm 

10 profile condition. 

8. The method of Claim 7 wherein the step of establishing a 
storm profile includes the step of establishing at least one storm attribute 
characteristic storm profile condition. 

9. The method of Claim 7 wherein the step of establishing a 
15 storm profile includes the step of establishing an advanced warning storm profile 

condition selected from the types of advanced warning storm profile conditions 
consisting of time conditions and distance conditions. 

10. The method of Claim 7 wherein the step of generating a storm 
warning for the user location of interest includes the step of comparing the storm 

20 track to the storm profile and generating a storm warning for the user location of 
interest only if the storm track satisfies the storm profile condition. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 1 wherein the first weather information 
source is NEXRAD. 

12. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of generating a storm 
25 track of severe weather conditions from a first weather information source includes 

the steps of receiving first weather information periodically from the first weather 
information source, determining a position of a storm cell from the first weather 
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information periodically each time the first weather information is received, 
determining an updated position of the storm cell at least once between each 
reception of the first weather information, and determining a predicted track of the 
storm cell extending from the determined position of the storm cell. 

5 13. The method of Claim 12 wherein the step of determining an 

updated position of the storm cell includes the step of determining an updated 
position of the storm cell based on direction and speed of movement information for 
the storm cell contained in most recently received first weather information. 

14. The method of Claim 12 wherein the step of determining an 
10 updated position of the storm cell includes the steps of receiving second weather 
information from a second weather information source at least once between each 
reception of the first weather information, the second weather information including 
an updated location of the storm cell, and determining the updated position of storm 
cell from the second weather information. 

15 15. The method of Claim 14 wherein the second weather 

information source is live radar and the second weather information is live radar 
information. 

16. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of generating a storm 
warning for the user location of interest includes the step of determining arrival 

20 time information for the severe weather conditions at the user location of interest, 
and wherein the storm warning includes the arrival time information and an 
indication of the severe weather conditions. 

17. The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of providing the 
storm warning to a user includes the step of providing the storm warning to an 

25 addressable device. 

18. The method of Claim 1 comprising additionally the step of 
providing a personalized internet web page address to a user, and wherein the step 
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of providing the storm warning to a user includes the step of providing the storm 
warning so as to be accessible at the personalized internet web page address. 

19. A personalized storm warning generating system, comprising: 

(a) user profile generator means for establishing a user profile 
including a user location of interest; 

(b) means for receiving first weather information from a first 
weather information source; 

(c) storm track generator means for generating automatically a 
storm track of severe weather conditions from the first weather information; and 

(d) storm warning generator means for generating a storm 
warning for the user location of interest automatically from the user profile and the 
storm track. 

20. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 19 wherein the user profile generator means, the storm track generator 
means, and the storm warning generator means are implemented in at least one 
general purpose computer. 

21. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 19 wherein the user profile generator means includes means for generating a 
user profile set-up menu user interface and for providing the user profile set-up 
menu user interface to a user. 

22. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 21 wherein the means for providing the user profile set-up menu user 
interface to a user includes means for providing the user profile set-up menu user 
interface to a user over a computer network. 

23. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 19 comprising additionally means for providing the storm warning to an 
addressable device. 
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24. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 19 comprising additionally means for delivering the storm warning to a user 
contact address. 

25. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 24 wherein the user contact address is an e-mail address and the storm 
warning generator means is adapted to generate a storm warning e-mail message. 

26. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 24 wherein the user contact address is a phone number and the storm 
warning generator means is adapted to generate a storm warning voice message. 

27. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 24 wherein the user contact address is a pager number and the storm 
warning generator means is adapted to generate a storm warning text message. 

28. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 19 wherein the user profile generator means includes means for establishing a 
storm profile including at least one storm profile condition. 

29. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 28 wherein the at least one storm profile condition includes at least one storm 
attribute characteristic storm profile condition. 

30. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 28 wherein the at least one storm profile condition included an advanced 
warning storm profile condition selected from the types of advanced warning storm 
profile conditions consisting of time conditions and distance conditions. 

31. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 28 wherein the storm warning generator means includes means for 
comparing the storm track to the storm profile and generating a storm warning for 
the user location only if the storm track satisfies the storm profile condition. 
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32. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 19 wherein the first weather information source is NEXRAD. 

33. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 19 wherein the storm track generator means includes means for receiving 
first weather information periodically from the first weather information source, 
means for determining a position of a storm cell from the first weather information 
periodically each time the first weather information is received, means for 
determining an updated position of the storm cell at least once between each 
reception of the first weather information, and means for determining a predicted 
track of the storm cell extending from the determined position of the storm cell. 

34. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 33 wherein the means for determining an updated position of the storm cell 
includes means for determining an updated position of the storm cell based on 
direction and speed of movement information for the storm cell contained in most 
recently received first weather information. 

35. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 33 wherein the means for determining an updated position of the storm cell 
includes means for receiving second weather information from a second weather 
information source at least once between each reception of the first weather 
information, the second weather information including an updated location of the 
storm cell, and means for determining the updated position of storm cell from the 
second weather information. 

36. The personalized storm warning generating system of Claim 
35 wherein the second weather information source is live radar and the second 
weather information is live radar information. 

37. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 19 wherein the storm warning generator means includes means for 
determining arrival time information for the severe weather conditions at the user 



-30- 



location of interest, and wherein the storm warning includes the arrival time 
information and an indication of the severe weather conditions. 

38. The personalized storm warning generating system of 
Claim 19 comprising additionally means for providing a personalized internet web 
page address to a user, and means for providing the storm warning as a web page 
accessible at the personalized internet web page address. 



